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Robert G. Edwards, Co-founder of
ESHRE and Founding Editor of the

ESHRE journals, receives Nobel Prize

On 10 December 2010, Professor Robert G. Edwards will be awarded the Nobel Prize for Physiology and Medicine for the development

of in vitro fertilization. There can hardly be a more proud moment for him and for the field. The following three articles are written in

celebration of this event.
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At the opening reception of ESHRE's first annual meeting in 1985,
Robert Edwards, the Society’s co-founder, welcomed everyone at
the door with a handshake. Outside it was raining, but the guests
waited and waited, content to be greeted by the one man more
than any other who had inspired their work.

‘Inspirational’, like ‘visionary’, is a word much used around Bob
Edwards. The Nobel Assembly of the Karolinska Institute, in explaining
its reasons for awarding him the 2010 Prize for ‘Physiology or Medi-
cine’, said that in IVF a new field of medicine has now emerged,
‘with Robert Edwards leading the process all the way from the funda-
mental discoveries to the current, successful IVF therapy’. The Assem-
bly also noted that, following the birth of Louise Brown in July 1978,
‘Edwards and his co-workers refined IVF technology and shared it
with colleagues around the world’.

It is in this spirit of sharing that Bob—along with the French gynae-
cologist Jean Cohen—Ilaid the foundations for ESHRE in the early
1980s. Sitting in Cohen’s Paris apartment overlooking the racetrack
at Auteuil the pair would brood over the lack of opportunity for
reporting progress in reproduction in Europe, both for scientists and
clinicians. It was now almost 6 years since the birth of Louise Brown
yet the Europeans, unlike the Americans, still had neither their own
learned society nor access to a journal which would gladly publish
their work.

ESHRE would become that society, and Human Reproduction that
journal, but their creation began in those discussions in Paris—and
with a few notices pinned to the walls of the Finlandia Hall in Helsinki
during the third World Congress of IVF in 1984. The notices
announced plans for the formation of a European society in
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